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Mr. Clay, though laboring under a cold and great fatigue, 
replied in his usual happy manner. After entering the Ho¬ 
tel, and a short rest, he heid an informal reception, when the 
principal people of the town and neighborhood were present¬ 
ed. There was, of course, no time for conversation, but Mr. 
Clay made many facetious remarks to his admirers as they 
passed one after another during the hand-shaking. 


CAMPAIGN OF 1840. 


In December, 1839, Mr. Peyton was a delegate to the 
National Whig Convention, which met at Harrisburg, Penn., 
to decide between the claims of several rival candidates for 
the Presidency. General Harrison, of Ohio, was nominated 
for the Presidency, and John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice 
President. And immediately afterwards the celebrated “log- 
cabin and hard cider” campaign commenced. Log cabins and 
hard cider became the party emblems, and both were features 
of all the political demonstrations of the canvass, which wit¬ 
nessed the introduction of the enormouss mass meetings 
and processions which have since become common in all Presi¬ 
dential elections. There was more clap-trap and less appeal 
to. reason in this than in any Presidential election in our his¬ 
tory. Harrison was chosen by a vote of 234 against an elec¬ 
toral vote for Van Buren of 60, and was inaugurated at Wash- 
ii I h, 841. 


MR. PEYTON’S SPEECH IN THE CANVASS OF 1840. 
On his return to Virginia, such was his taste and so 
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pressing the nature of his private affairs, that he took little 
active part in the celebrated canvass. 

But upen the occasion of a grand mass meeting at Staun¬ 
ton on the 28th of October, 1840, he spoke in the Court 
House to a crowded audience of ladies and gentlemen, and 
made a magnificent speech, showing up the political life and 
character of Martin Van Buren, his political tergiversations,, 
intrigue, subserviency, treachery and heartless selfishness. 
It was like a prosecution of a prisoner at the bar, and per¬ 
sons who were present declared that they had never seen or 
heard anything like or to equal to it. 


MR. PEYTON’S SPEECH IN CHARLOTTESVILLE. 


Having much business to be settled Mr. Peyton attended 
the Autumn term, 1840, of the Superior court of Albemarle 
and was invited by the “Central Tippacanoe Club” to address 
the people. The “Charlottesville Advocate,” edited by the 
talented Thomas Wood, a man who had few superiors in Vir- 
ginia as a writer, thus refers to it: 

“Mr. Peyton made one of the most felicitous efforts we 
have heard during this whole canvass. We shall not under- 
take to report his speech; we would do nim injustice by such 
an effort. We will say, however, that few speakers are bet¬ 
ter ( 1 \ 1111 11 11 HI «"Hi I 1 111 1 ■ 111 1 1 1 rta 11111 . 11111 * I 1111" . 1 11 net tl 11 f 1 11 ublic mind ini ref- . 

erence to the great questions now 

understands thoroughly the character of Martin Vanburen. 

He has watched him clqsely ever since he entered public 
life, in 1812, the opponent of James Madisou, and drew a most 
Jaith faithful picture of him from that time down to this. 

■ 
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Van himself, could he have heard Mr. P., would have been 
forced to admit, that a more exact likeness never was drawn. 
He traced him with much minuteness throughout his tortu¬ 
ous and slimy career, and showed to the satisfaction of every 
man present, that he had been alternately the lickspittle and 
libeller of almost every man in the country. So in reference 
to almost every important queston which has agitated the 
country for the last 30 years. Martin had been found on both 
sides—and no man could tell what his principles were.' Mr. 
P. ridiculed in a most inimitable manner, amid roars of laugh¬ 
ter from his audience, the claim set up by Van’s Southern 
friends, that he ‘‘isa Northern man with Southern principles.” 
Even were it true, Mr. P. contended that it did not elevate 
Martin in his estimation, for that if there were any one 
thing he abominated more than another, it was a Northern 
man with Southern principles or a Southern man with North¬ 
ern principles. He went for no such half-frog half-tadpole 
animal. 

Mr. P. laughed at the very idea of Martin Van Buren be¬ 
ing held up to the country as a Republican. He remembered 
well the part he took in the memorable contest between Mr. 
Madison and DeWitt Clinton. He was then leagued with 
the blue light Federalists, and his course ever since had been 
in utter disregard of the good old Republican doctrines of ’98 
and '’pci.” 


VISITOR TO WEST POINT. 


Sometime before, June, 1841, he was appointed a visitor 
to the United States Military Academy at West Point, and 
attended the rpeetings of the Eoard of Visitors, where he 
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so impressed the Board, that he was selected write their 
report for that year, which he did. 

From West Point he visited his brother, Col. Rouze Pey¬ 
ton, at his home in Geneva, and in the company of the late 
Randolph Harrison, of Elk Island, James river, General Ber¬ 
nard Peyton, of Richmond, Colonel Hill Carter, of Shirley 
and others, and made a delightful excursion to Niagara Falls. 

At the next session of the Senate Mr. Peyton was a 
working member. He never discharged any duty in a per¬ 
functory manner, but as chairman of the committee on the 
Judiciary labored zealously in behalf of reform in our laws. 


MR- PEYTON’S LETTER ON BEHALF OF THE BAR 
TO JUDGE TUCKER. 


In 1841, H. St. George Tucker resigned his position as 
a Judge of the Court of Appeals, in order to accept the posi¬ 
tion of Professor of Law in the University of Virginia. The 
following proceeding took place. A meeting of the bar as¬ 
sembled over which Mr. Peyton presided, and the meeting 
appointed him a committee of.one to express their sentiments 
on the occasion which he did, and the Court adopted them as 
its sentiments and ordered them to be placed on record, as 
follows : 

Virginia: At a Court of Appeals held at Lewisburg on 
Thursday, the 5th day of August, 1841; 

:: or le ci Brooke, William H. 

Cabell, Robert Standard and John I. Allen. The remaining 
members of the Court of Apbeals cordially concurring with 
the Bar in their sentiments expressed in their letter to the 
late President of the Court on his retiring from office, it is 
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ordered that their letter and reply to it be put upon the re¬ 
cords of the Court: 

Dear Sir: 

At a late meeting; of the Bar of the Court of Appeals at 
Lewisburg, assembled for the, purpose of giving expression to 
the feelings occasioned by your retiring from the office of 
President of that Court, I had the honor to act as Chairman, 
and to be instructed by the meeting, with perfect unanimity, 
to communicate to you their sentiments of sincere regret and 
most kind and respectful regard. We know from observation 
the great responsibility, the arduous labor and high qualifica¬ 
tions required by the eminent station which you have so long 
and so ably filled. Th£ talent, the learning and research dis¬ 
played in youf judicial opinions are known to the country at 
large. But none can know and appreciate, so well as the of¬ 
ficers of your Court, the spirit in which your duties have been 
most promptly and unremitingly discharged. Your untiring 
application, unaffected zeal and exemplary fidelity, have won 
our humble applause; but our hearts have been touched by 
your uniform gentleness, kindness and courtesy of deport¬ 
ment,, as well in the hall of justice as in the private circle; 
and you take with you our regrets, not merely for the loss of 
the public officer, but of the delightful companion and friend. 
I have thus endeavored, though imperfectly, to express the 
iti ts of our public meeting, to which let me add the 
assurances of my 

Great respect and regard, 

John H. Peyton. 


Lewisburg, £mgust i, 1841. 
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NOMINATED FORJUDGE TUCKER’S JUDGESHIP. 


There seems never to have been a time that people did 
not wish Mr. Peyton on the bench, and immediately after 
Judge Tucker’s resignation, they began to nominate him, 
through the papers, for the vacant judgeship. He quickly 
put a stop to it, however, by declaring his entire unwilling¬ 
ness to take the office, not that he did not consider it an hon¬ 
or, but because at his then age, he was not willing to enter 
upon its onorous duties. We regret that among the beauti¬ 
ful tributes paid to him at this time, in the Richmond papers, 
we have not been able to get any than that which 
follows. 

JOHN H. PEYTON FOR THE COURT OF APPEALS. 


Sir: 

It will doubtless be incumbent on the next Legislature to 
elect a Judge of the Court of Appeals (to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Judge Henry St. George Tuck¬ 
er). This is the Supreme Court of the State, whose decisions 
have the weight of law, and, therefore, it is of the 4 highest im¬ 
portance that a profound la be elect* ] 

for this place a man who has no superior as a sound reasoner, 
a profound lawyer and thin *, lc ia nd a 

vering worker; a man who possesses both genius and learn¬ 
ing, I allude to that able, dignified and learned Senator 
for Rockbridge and Augusta, John Howe Peyton, Esq. 
For many years Mr. Peyton has practised in the Courts of 



Common Law and Chancery, and in the Court of Appeals 
and no one has acquired a higher reputation as a Jurist. If 
elected, his decisions will command the respect of every able 
jurist and honest man in the State. 

It is not my wish to lessen the merits of others when I 
say Virginia has no better man, no abler lawyer, 

Au,en. 

August 12, 1841. 


The following very interesting reminiscenses are taken 
from the Spectator of 1891. They were written by one of 
the most intelligent and cultivated gentlemen of Augusta, 
who is still, in I894, living in the county. He wrote under 
the signature of “Senex.” The opening sentences of Mr. 
Michie’s speeh constitute in themselves a splendid biography 
of Mr. Peyton : 

AN INTERESTING REMINISCENCE OF JOHN H. 
PEYTON AND THOMAS J. MICHIE. 


At the November term, 1843, of the Circuit Superior 
Court, Staunton, a case which had excited great public inter¬ 
est, in which the late Hon. John H- Peyton was one of the 
parties was tried. It had reference to a change in the He- 
Chi th H 1 , tl : lands of 

Mr. Peyton. Some time before a portion of the public road 

1:.mining entirely through these lands was closed by order of 

the County Court upon Mr. Peyton’s motion, and another 
road established—the same road now, in 1894, in use. The 
closing of the road gave great offense to a neighborhood com¬ 
monly called the North Mountain neighborhood. Upon their 
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petition at a subsequent term of the County Court the 
order obtained by Mr. Peyton was, during his absence in the 
Senate at Richmond, rescinded, thus le-establishing the road 
which had been closed at his instance. From this decision 
Mr. Peyton shortly afterwards appealed to the Circuit Court,, 
then the appellate tribunal in such cases. Before the case came 
on for trial there was an excited controversy in the newspaper 
in regard to the whole matter in which it was freely charged 
that the order of Court obtained by Mr. Peyton was in the 
nature of a purchase and sale of the public rights in the road. 
When the case came up for argument before Lucas B. 
Thompson, the excitement among the friends ot the parties 
was intense, the Court-house was crowded to overflowing,, 
principally by the people of the North Mountain neighbor¬ 
hood. 

For Mr. Peyton two of the most prominent members of 
the Staunton bar appeared, Thomas J. Michie and Hugh W. 
ShefFey; the other side was represented by A. H. H. Stuart 
and David Fultz. 

The opening argument for Mr. Peyton was delivered by 
Mr. ShefFey, the junior counsel. He made a strong legal 
argument, closely following the racord and confining himself 
strictly to the merits of the case. He was followed by 
Messrs. Stuart and Fultz, who maintained the 
very er 

Court obtained by Mr. Peyton was an invasion and violation 
of’ the public rights, which could be redressed in no other 
way than by annulling that order a I a subsequent term of 
the County Court as had actually been done, and unless this 
last proceeding could be sustained, they contended that their 
clients would be the victims of a wrong for which they would 
be absolutely without remedy. In some of their remarks 
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they were understood by Mr. Michie to assail Mr. Peyton 
personally. The Court adjourned until the next morning, 
when the excitement was greater and the crowd larger, 

In the opening of his remarks the next day, Mr. Michie, 
who was evidently much excitod, said: “/ regret the com 
which the counsel on the other side have pursued in going 
out of the record to assail my client—a man who has 
served his country with distinguished ability in various 
civil positions in time of peace, who has honorably and 
gallantly served and sacrificed his property for his coun¬ 
try in time of war—a man whose honor and integrity 
have never been impeached in this or any other commu¬ 
nity , before this or any other tribunal. And so help me 
God, I will not suffer him, old, respected and honored as 
he is, to be hunted down by the blood-hounds now on his 
track.' ’At this point Mr. Stuart jumped to his feet and dis¬ 
claimed any intention to assail Mr. Peyton, to which Mr. 
Michie retorted, “I suppose the gentleman will not have 
forgotten that he charged that the public rights had been 
bought and sold." Mr. Stuart insisted that he had made no 
attack on Mr. Peyton. Mr. Michie then delivered a powerful 
and earnest speech in which the position of his adversaries 
were literally pulverized. He declared as to the North Moun¬ 
tain people that they had come to Staunton in crowds and 
had attempted to brow-beat the halls of justice, 

Judge Thompson, in deliver.ing his opinion on the case, 

d( of the County Court obtai 

by Mr. Peyton was a valid and legal order, and that the rem. 

edy which the other parties had, if, indeed, the public conve- 
mience required that the old road should be kept open, was to 
petition the Court under the general road law of Virginia 
to open the road de novo —thus deciding the whole case in 
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Mr. Peyton’s favor. Thus ended a controversy which had 
excited a degree of fseling rarely exhibited in a case where 
so small a pecuniary, or property interest was involved. 


PROTECTS A WEAK MINDED GIRL. 


I remember Mr. Peyton’s personal appearance and man¬ 
ners well. He made a great impression on me as a youth 
and I never knew any man who had more of what Edmund 
Burke styled the “chastity of honor, which felt a stain like a 
wound.” His humanity and sense of right were deeply 
aroused in a case which occurred in Bath county in 1842, in 
which a man for speculative purposes sought to take the per¬ 
son and property of a girl of weak mind from the custody of 
her brother.s. He was represented by John W. Brocken- 
borugh, afterwards United States Judge for Western Virginia. 
Mr. Peyton appeared for the girl and her brothers and in op¬ 
position to the proposition made by Brockenborough’s client 
delivered an impromptu speech in which the mean, selfish,cruel 
and avaricious nature of the proposition was so clearly and 
mercilessly exposed that Brockenborough did not even attempt 
to reply, and the presiding Judge E. S. Duncan, a half-brother 
of Judge John J. Allen, dec’d, instantly decided that the 
custody of the girl and her-property should remain in the 
hands of her brothers. It was evident that: Mr. Peyton’s 
high and generous nature was filled with indignation at: what 
he regarded as a most atrocious proposition, and he spoke 
with an animation, warmth and energy, probably never ex¬ 
ceeded in any other effort of his long and distinguished pro¬ 
fessional career. Senex. 

Spectator , 1891 . 
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LETTER FROM JOHN HOWE PEYTON, ESQ., TO THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE AMHERST FESTIVAL. 


Staunton, October 8th, 1843. 

Gentlemen: 

Your letter of the 2nd instant inviting me on behalf of 
the Whigs of Amherst county, to be present at a festival to 
be held at Amherst Court-house, on the 19th of the present 
month, for the promotion of the Whig cause, has just reach¬ 
ed me. I regret, that for reasons unnecessary to detail, it 
will not be in my power to accept your polite invitation. 
You judge rightly, however, in supposing that I cordially 
unite with you in the objects which you have in view. The 
next Presidential election is a subject so important and so 
deeply interesting to the nation, that it cannot be taken into 
consideration too soon. The issues involved in it are the 
same with those before the people in 1840, and affect so vital¬ 
ly the public welfare, that too much care cannot be bestowed 
upon our proper organization—not only to prevent the evils 
arising from misrepresentation and falsehood, by dissemina¬ 
ting among the people correct information, but to secure a 
full and fair expression of the public sentiment. If these is¬ 
sues are fully and fairly explained, together with the mode 
■ and manner in which the Whigs have been disappointed in 
carrying their measures into effect by the lamentable death of 
President Harrison, I do not fear a different result in the en¬ 
suing election from that which occurred in 184.0, Our oppo¬ 
nents have not yet designated their candidate. We are as 
yet uninformed whether we are to encounter the subtle ab¬ 
stractions af the South Carolina nullifier, or the wiley artifi¬ 
ces of the- “Northern man with Southern principles” or 
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whether we are to face both. Not so with the Whigs. Henry- 
Clay is so identified with the Whig cause and with Whig 
principles, that “all tongues speak of him, and the blear’d 
sights are spectacled to see him.” He is distinctly pointed 
at by Whigs, in all parts of the Union, as the candidate for 
this distinguished station. 

Let Whig clubs them be established in every county in 
the State; let the people be correctly informed what Whig 
principles are, and why the battle of 1840 is to be fought over 
again; let the people know that the Whigs are not only in fa¬ 
vor of a sound currency but of a currency of uniform value 
throughout the Union—a national currency, consisting partly 
of the precious metals and partly of paper, convertible at 
pleasure into specie; and that they maintain, that in the pres¬ 
ent commercial condition of our country and of the world, 
this species of currency can be best attained by a well-regu¬ 
lated national bank. Let them know that we prefer indirect 
to direct taxation—that we are the friends of a tariff, to raise 
the necessary revenues for the general government—so ar¬ 
ranged as to protect our home industry, and to create a home 
market. Let them know that we are the friends to a distri¬ 
bution of the monies arising from a sale of the public lands, 
according to some equitable ratio, and that we are not willing 
that a fund pledged by the States for specific objects, shall, 
tl 1 ) others not con- 

da tl : the creation of the trust. Let 

them know that we, as our name indicates, are the friends of 
rational liberty; that we are for preserving the balances of 
power as established 'by the Constitution, among the three 
co-ordinate branches of the Government—that we are the en¬ 
emies of monarchy and all the monarchical tendendies of our 
Government-^that we are in favor of restraining Executive 
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power and patronage; and for an economical administration 
of the finances. 

If these topics are fully discussed, and the people made 
clearly to comprehend their bearing, the election of a Whig 
President in 1844, can scarcely be questioned. 

You will pardon me for entering upon these subjects so 
much at large, when addressing myself to those who are 
more capable of doing them justice, and more interested in 
the issue than myself. I am an old man, and cannot expect 
to reap many of the fruits of a Whig victory, but I have a 
country and family that will enjoy them; and therefore I feel 
a deep interest in their success. 

As I cannot be personally present, permit me, to offer as 
a sentment : 

May a retreating Whig in the contest of 1844 , be 
a character unknown and unheard of 

Accept the assurances of my respect—Your fellow citi¬ 
zen. 

John H. Peyton. 

Spectator, Nov. 23 , 1843 . 


A DEPLORABLE ACCIDENT. 

During the summer of 1843, while Mr. and Mrs. Peyton 
and the entire family were outing, on his Jackson river es¬ 
tate, called Isleham, or the “upper farm,” for he owned an. 

cither estate lower down the Jackson river, he accompanied, 

on horseback, a surveying party, engaged in locating or rec¬ 
tifying certain lines. At many points on their route, the 
surface was rough and hilly, and near the high banks of the 
river overgrown with brush. While riding up one of these 
steep banks, through undergrowth and brambles, his horse, 
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a spirited animal, was beset by a swarm of bees. The animal 
began to plunge and soon became unmanageable, and rushing 
through the trees and brush, either dragged Mr. Peyton off 
or he was thrown, falling heavily to the ground, stunned and 
helpless. It was thought at the time that he was fatally in- 
juerd, but after being removed to the dwelling, he revived, 
after one of his tenants, Mr. Meadows, had drawn from 
his arm a qnantity of blood, Dr. Payne, of Covington, ap 
old friend and skillful physician, was by his bedside in less than 
rwo hours, and through his care and attention, Mr. Peyton was 
enabled to return to Montgomery Hall within a fortnight, and 
soon resumed his ordinary life. It is supposed that this ac¬ 
cident was the beginnning of the end, the commencement of 
hrs decline, that he never fully recovered from his injuries, 
which affected the hips and spinal cord. The following sum¬ 
mer he was prostrated by an attack of apoplexy, but such 
were the recuperative energies of his vigorous constitution, 
that he recovered from it, and attended the next session of 
the Senate after having made a visit to Col. Wm. M. Peyton, 
in Roanske, where he was extensively and elegantly enter¬ 
tained and where it is thought he may have indulged impru¬ 
dently—in his then state of health, in the luxuries of the 
table. The writer was with him on this visit,and remembers 
well the numerous and splendid dinner parties given him by 
General Edward Watts, George B. Tayloe, Mr. Oliver, Mr. 
Bowyer, >n, d, Mr. >qj 

Burrell, Colonel Lewis, I)r. Griffeth, Mr. Johnston and others. 

His friends in the Senate, saw with pain and is 

declining health, and Mr. Peyton himself realizing it deter¬ 
mined to abandon all public employment. Accordingly in 
the month of December, 1843, he announced in the following 
letter his purpose to retire : 
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Richmond, Dec. 1843. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF AUGUSTA AND ROCKBRIDGE. 

Fellow Citizens: 

The term for which I was elected your senator is draw¬ 
ing to a close, and as it is not my intention to become again a 
candidate for your suffrages, I feel it a duty incumbent on 
me to apprize you of it thus early, that you may have full 
time to select for yourselves a suitable successor. 

In taking leave of the district I tender you my grateful 
acknowledgements tor the distinguished honor which you 
conferred upon me four years ago by electing me to the sta¬ 
tion I now occupy. Whilst acting in the discharge of the 
duties devolved upon me by this elevated trust, it has been 
my anxious desire to promote your interests and the general 
welfare of my native State. That such is the opinion of my 
coustituents I have not had the slightest reason to doubt. 
Under such circumstances it would be both my pride and 
pleasure to again serve you were it not for my peculiar situa¬ 
tion. 

I have now arrived at a period of life when the quiet and 
repose of the domestic fireside are much better suited to my 
tastes and more congenial to my feelings than the arena of pol¬ 
itics and the strife of parties. Besides this I have duties to 
discharge to a young and growing family incompatible with a 
longer continuance in public life. 

d ulty in coming to this conclusion 
because I know I can do so without injury to the whig cause 
or whig principles, in the success of which the people of my 
district feel so daep an interest. Their intelligence furnishes 
ample assurance that my place will be filled wisely and judi¬ 
ciously; and that they will call into their service some one 
fully competent to the discharge of all the high duties of the 
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station, and who will devote himself to the furtherance of 
those great principles and sound measures of pnblic policy, 
which in the enlightened judgment of my constituents, lie at 
the basis of national prosperity. 

Your fellow citizen, 

John H. Peyton, 

Richmond, 1843. 

There were universal expresssons of regret on this occa¬ 
sion. The Richmond Whig, edited by the distinguished and 
unfortunate, John Hamden Pleasants, who was killed a few 
years later in a duel with Thomas Ritchie, Jr., said: The 
people of Rockbridge and Augusta and of the State general¬ 
ly, will see, with regret, the announcement of Mr. Peyton’s 
purpose to retire from the public councils. Mr. Peyton came 
into the Senate of Virginia three years ago, and his accession 
contributed greatly to the object at that time much consider¬ 
ed and desired by the State, to elevate the greatly declined 
and declining standard and character of that body for ability. 
The last spring elections have started another retrogradation 
in the same way and we are greatly concerned at any circum¬ 
stance calculated to accelerate the down-hill march. The 
withdrawal of Mr. Peyton’s rare talents, large experience, le¬ 
gal and general knowledge, moderation, firmness and courtesy, 
from any legislative body whatever, would be seriously felt.” 

John S. Gallaher , Senator rick, said in the 

4 4 Winchester Republican’ ’: 

“Mr. Peyton 01 1 I ;»wn to the public as a 

gentleman of great ability and manly bearing, and his asso¬ 
ciates in the Senate will sincerely regret a severance of the 
agreeable, social and business relations so long and pleasantly 
subsisting between them and him. We are happy to add for 
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the information of Mr Peyton’s friends abroad, that there is 
now a reasonable prospect of his restoration to some degree 
of comfortable health. Such extracts from the papers of the 
day might be indefinitely extended and every, mail came 
loaded with private letters to him of regret. 

After the publication of Mr. Peyton’s letter, several an¬ 
nounced themselves as candidates for the Senate, among them 
John McCue and R. S. Brooke, of Augusta and R. B. Barton, * 
of Rockbridge. Considerable feeling originated among the as- / 
pirants and the difficulties were adjusted in the manner disclos¬ 
ed by the subjoined correspondence, which explains also Mr. 
Peyton’s continuance in public life. 


LETTERS TO THE CANDIDATES, MC’CUE, BROOKE & BARTON. 

Lexington, April 17th, 1843. 

Gentlemen: 

You are fully aware of the difficulties which attend the 
Senatorial canvass, from the circumstances that three Whigs 
are in the field, and the consequent danger which may at¬ 
tend tho Whig cause, and the Whig representation of the 
Senatorial District, of Rockbridge and Augusta. 

Having the fullest confidence in your political principles, 
anc w 11 you would ably and 

faithfully represent the district, renders still more difficult 
tl if tti you. We, therefore, in or¬ 

der to secure a Whig representation, and in order to enable the 
people assembled here today to solicit a continuation of the 
able services of John H . Peyton , Esq., propose to you this 
plan, that you all retire from the canvass, in order that a call 
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may he made on Mr. Peyton , to offer his services. An im¬ 
mediate answer is respectfully requested. 

John Alexander. 

John Ruff. 

Wm. Moffett. 

Wm. C. Lewis. 

J. T. Shbltmbr. 

Chas. P. Dorman. 

the candidate's reply. 

Lexington, Va., April 17th, 1843. 

Gentlemen: 

We cheerfully acquiesce in the plan proposed in your 
communication, and retire from the canvass with the expecta- 
tation that Mr. Peyton will consent to become a candidate. 

Yours, &c., 

R. S. Brooke. 

John McCue. 

Rob’t R. Barton. 
Lexington, April 17th, 1843. 

John H. Peyton , Esq., 

Dear Sir: At the suggestion of our friends, and with'the 
desire of concentrating the vote of the Whig party of the 
District, we have consented, as the most agreeable course to 
11s all, and one which we think will meet the approbation of 
our district, to dscline the canvass for the Senate, provided 
you will consent 

We hope you will submit to the proposed sac 
t >f .n: in our party, and the promotion of the 

country’s good. 

With great respect, your ob’t servant, 

Rob’t S. Brooke. 

John McCue. 

Rob’t R. Barton. 
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MR. PEYTON’S REPLY. 

Lexington, April 17th 1843. 

Gentlemen : 

Your note of the above date was handed me a few min¬ 
utes ago by Mr. Michie, stating that, at the suggestionof our 
friends, and with the desire of concentrating the vote of the 
Whig party of this Senatorial district, you-had consented 
the most agreeable course to all, and one which you think 
will meet the approbation of the district, to decline the canvass 
for the Senate, provided I will consent to become a candidate. 

I feel greatly flattered by this testimonial of your confi¬ 
dence, and though I had fondly hoped to spend the residue of 
my life at home upon my farm; yet the object to be attained 
is so important, as disclosed in your note, and as I have 
learned from other sources, I cannot refnse to become again 
a candidate for a seat in the Senate of Virginia. 

You are at liberty therefore to announce me as such, in 
such manner as you may think best. Business calls me out 
of the district, and will detain me from it until the day of 
election in Augusta. 

I am with great respect, your ob’t servant. 

John H. Peyton. 

To R. S. Brooke, John Mcue, and R. R. Barton. 

Accordingly, at the election in May, he was chosen for a 
second term, of four years, to‘the Senate, and while he was 
stil fr tl d *ic di th rs 

of his estates, mills, & e. i 111 the counties of Alleghany an cl 
Monroe. 


A BUNDLE OF MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 


The following letters are derived from the same source 
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with those previously given. They are not a selection from 
the bundle, but the bundle itself. So little was the little 
bundle, we ventured not to make that little less: 

JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS DAUGHTER, SUSAN MADISON PEYTON. 

Staunton, Friday, 13th April, 1837. 

My Dear Susan: 

Your mother has shown me your letter, in which you re¬ 
quest that I shall write you. Why is ths request made after 
such a short separation? Do you already feel the necessity 
of counsel? If so, it is at hand in your two Aunts, with 
whom you should communicate freely and fully, and whose 
opinions you should not only respect, but implicitly follow, 
certainly as to all matters relating to etiquette, behavior and 
conduct. 

You are very young and inexperienced in the ways and 
wiles of the .world, and yet your size would indicate maturer 
years, hence strangers will expect manners, conduct and con¬ 
versation suited to your size and not your years. Do not 
permit the buoyancy and vivacity of youth to betray you into 
levity of manners. Be circumspect, be dignified, and be 
good humored. The control of the temper is of the first im¬ 
portance to the elevated standing of every woman. Learn to 
be cheerful, sociable and agreeable. This you cannot be 
without controlling your temper. Be not hasty to take of¬ 
fense, or captious, and recollect that though she that will not 
resent an insult: when offered, is a contemptible beast of 
burden, yet she that is captious and ill-natured, and 
ready to take offense at trifles, is a beast of prey. Half 
the difficulties and disappointments and vexations we meet 
with in the world, had as well be the subject of our amuse- 
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ment as our tears, and so far as it regards our intercourse 
with the world, had a great deal better be the subject of our 
amusement, for in general there is little sympathy felt 
for the woes of others. In your conversation be careful that 
you speak grammatically and avoid all rude or coarse expres¬ 
sions. The best way to acquire colloquial power, so import¬ 
ant to a well educated woman, is to listen to those of your 
sex attentively, who are most remarkable for these gifts. 
You thereby acquire correct pronunciation, good gestures, 
easy delivery, and a knowledge of those topics of conversa¬ 
tion that are most likely to enable you to beguile an hour 
agreeably. 

Present me affectionately to your Aunts, and believe me 
to be, with solicitude for your conduct and appearance and 
permanent happiness, 

Your affectionate father, 

John H. Peyton. 


JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS WIFE. 

Richmond, Jan. 15th, 1840. 

My Dear Wife: 

Your affectionate letters, one written on the 5th, the 
other on the 1 ith, have been duly rec’d and read with delight. 
I tl - this reaches you, that Mr. Woodville 

will have arrived and deliv > yo those beautiful speci¬ 
mens of plate which I forwarded to him, and which cost so 

much that it has greatly straightened my pecuniary means. 

Mrs. Telfair’s loan having been invested in State stock. He 
will also have given you all the information as to what has 
transpired since we parted. On yesterday I dined with 
Judge Tucker, where I met, among others, Mrs. Wm. Mon- 
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cure, and two sons, of Stafford—old friends. In the evening, 

I attended, with Gerard Stuart and Mr. Worthington, of Jef¬ 
ferson, a party at Anthony Robinson’s, but finding the com¬ 
pany too youthful for my enjoyment, I returned and was in 
bed before ten o’clock. Today I dine with Mr. Patton (J. M y ), 
on tomorrow with Dr. Brockenbrough, so that you see that I 
have plenty of good eating and drinking, but I really do not 
enjoy it. It gives me a fullness in my blood vessels, and is 
such an inroad on my habits that I would greatly prefer being 
at home. These sensual pleasures are not to my taste, and 
in the future I shall avoid night parties. The business of 
legislation, so far as the Senate is concerned, has hitherto 
been anything but laborious. We meet at twelve o’clock, sit 
about an hour, pass a turnpike bill, or some such frivolous 
bill, and then adjourn. 

This, however, will not be the case in the latter part of 
the session when bills of more importance are sent to us. 

Who will be Senator or Governor is as yet altogether un¬ 
certain—numbers are nominated for each station, of course, 
many must be disappointed. 

* * * * * 

The wound inflicted on Dr. Stribling and the death of 
the Rev. James C. Wilson have filled me with grief. I do 
not think the Superintendent of the Hospitals should permit 

the lunatics to carry arms and wander about town. You know 

II it it 1 I 11 it v i i iu I i < 11»i n < >n< < ( s j) it < i >< < I i ppi < 1 i < 11 s i< >n . as to 

on 

I have not seen Anne Robertson since my return. I was 
invited to an evening party at Judge Robertson’s to-day, but 
declined. 

*He was an inmate of the Asylum but allowed to go at large. 
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Many enquiries have been made by Susan’s friends as to 
her reasons for not coming down with me. Rumor assigns as 
the season that she is to be married. I have contradicted it 
and asked Anne Robertson to do so. 

If Channing declines going to my Calf Pasture farm, I 
will rent it to Crawford. If you see Crawford tell him so, 
and ask him to call on me when I return. Tell Brown not to 
let slip this opportunity or he may not hereafter be able to 
fill the ice house. Give my love to all and accept the same, 
From your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 


JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS WIFE. 

Charlottesville, Oct. nth, 1840. 

My Dear Wife: 

I reached here on my return from Richmond, where I 
received your letter of the 6lh of October. The reports you 
have heard are true in part and in part false. It is true I had 
my pockets picked as soon as I reached Richmond, which 
was between 12 and 1 o’clock on Saturday, but it is not true 
that I had so large a sum of money with me as rumored. I 
had only $500 with me, which was stolen, together with my 
umbrella, tobacco bag, pipe, etc. 

It occurred thus: My trunk was in the baggage car of 
the train, with my ox 

1 l ' 1 1 i 11 <.\ 1 11 . w<; 1 <* (11)w< 1 (*cI t<> < !• \ < 1 1 fII <)wi 111*, . 111 <I on reaching Rich¬ 
mond th for “Ol 1. 

canoe and Tyler too.” The station was surrounded by an 
immense crowd when the train arrived, which cheered lustily 
by way of welcome to us. About this time the Fredericks¬ 
burg train arrived, which increased the crowd, the noise and 
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confusion. After leaving the train, I pressed forward to se¬ 
cure my baggage. This I succeeded in doing as to the tranlc,. 
which was, however, minus the overcoat and umbrella, and 
placed it in charge of Tom Preston,* who was traveling witi* 
me. I then returned to the cars in search of the lost arti¬ 
cles, though it was very difficult to get though the mass of 
human beings, and when in the densest part of the crowd 
felt a man pushing me forward from behind and one in front 
pressing me back. The one in front interfered with my pro¬ 
gress so much that I seized him with both hands and dashed 
him out of the way, at the same time demanding what he 
meant by his conduct. He apologized humbly,saying it was 
an accident due to the crowd. Re-entering the cars I heard the 
conductor crying out '‘beware of pickpockets/* Upon which,, 
feeling my pocket, I discovered that my purse and pocket- 
book were gone. I have no doubt my pocket was robbed 
while I was between the two scoundrels outside. Many oth¬ 
ers fared no better than myself. Next morning 'a man was 
arrested while his hands were in a gentleman's pocket. I 
visited this fellow in jail with Mr. Seymour, and he was 
very much the size and appearance of the man I thrust out of 
my way, but I could not identify him fully. He said he was 
an Englishman and had only been three months in America 
—was in Baltimore when Mr. Webster came to Virginia, that 
Mr. W’s fame in England was so great that he felt a strong; 
d< to 1 k d i on to Richmond for that 

purpose; that he had no acquaintances in Richmond nor oth- 
er 11 \ no baggage. His ex tra - 

ordinary account satisfied me that he was one of a gang of 
professional pickpockets from abroad, who had come here to 

♦Thomas L. Preston, of Abingdon, and brother of Hon. Wm. C. 
Preston, of South Carolina. 



plunder during the excitement of our Presidential election. 
I have no hope of recovering my money or any part of it, 
which I much regret as I intended purchasing you a new car¬ 
riage. We must use the old one a little longer. 

Your sister Sarah arrived here the same day with myself. 
She looks grave and depressed. The term of the court will 
be short, so that you may expect my return soon. With 
love to Susan and the rest of the family, 

Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 


SAME TO SAME. 

Richmond, January 8th, 1841. 

My dear wife: 

I send as presents to you and my daughter Mary, two of 
the most superb cloaks that I have ever seen and such is the 
opinion of others who have seen them. Yours is grave, ele¬ 
gant and becoming, Mary’s is rich, magnificent, dashing and 
unsurpassed for beauty, and is of the kind now all the rage. 
She will look beautiful in it. 

I carried the old toddy spoon and the broken silver spoons 
to Mr. Mitchell, and he agreed to let me have in exchange a half 
dozen silver spoons. He has also agreed to let me have a doz¬ 
en silver table spoons and a dozen small spoons, and some 
forks, but I do not know' what they will cost. 

the title of the bill for sh< 11 

ing the sessions of the legislature, a bill to reduce the wages 
of the members of the legislature was introduced and passed 
unanimously. 

Sarah Lewis and Miss Lewis have been visited by all my 
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brother’s family and by the Governor and family, and per¬ 
haps others. 

I hope to send your cloaks by Mr. Valentine, who propo¬ 
ses to leave here on Tuesday in the cars. I have them boxed 
and ready. They cost heavily, as you will see from the bills 
in the box, viz: $58.93. Woodville is here, and is with Judge 
Allen, Judge Baldwin, arid myself every day. 

I purchased at auction to-day a Pier glass with a Marble 
top, to occupy the place in front of the mirror in the drawing 
room, as you requested. It is handsome, and the mirrors be¬ 
low the table I think will fit the place precisely. 

The affectionate leave-taking we had on the morning we 
parted,, sank deeply into my heart, and I shall long recollect 
it. Present me affectionately to my dear children and ac¬ 
cept my sincerest regard. 

Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 

P. S. Gen’l Baldwin and myself are to visit Miss Debo¬ 
rah this evening. Peyton. 


SAME TO SAME. 

Senate Chamber, March 15th, 1841. 

My Dear Ann: 

I shall leave here, if no accident occurs to prevent, on 
, on inty return. I 11 st riot lie 

on Friday to confer with Cochran on business matters, and 
expect to reach home on Saturday. I regret to leave before 
the Senate adjourns, as this is a period of interest as to our 
general legislation, but I have paired with Carter, and I have 
an engagement at home which is imperative. I feel great 
anxiety to see you and the dear little stranger who has 
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never seen her father. Would not Virginia be a good name 
for the child, as I was denied the pleasure of seeing her 
earlier, in the service of the State. I submit the matter, 
to you.* Farewell till we meet. Love to all. 

In haste, your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 

FROM JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS SON, JOHN LEWIS PEYTON. 

Richmond, Dec. 29th, 1841. 

My Dear John: 

Your lettter of the 23d of December is before me. It is 
true that I have been unwell with a cold, but this has not 
confined me at any time to my room, and I am now much 
better. As to your plans, it was not my wish or intention 
that you should resume your studies until after the holidays. 

You entirely misunderstood my letter to your mother, if 
you suppose that I am opposed to your continuing the study 
of Greek, Latin or French. In my letter to your mother, I was 
contrasting the benefits to be derived from a study of the lan¬ 
guages, ancient and modern, with those to be derived from 
the Mathematics, in which I gave a decided preference to 
Mathematics. I did not intend that you should infer that I 
was opposed to your acquiring the languages. So far from this, 
I have no idea that a. man can have any pretensions to the 
c vi of til 1 

Mathematics. It is my wish, therefore, that you should de¬ 
vote yourself to th tud tl irection 

of Mr. Waddell. If you have time to react at home, I wish 
you to peruse: 1st, Gillie’s Greece; 2d, Rollins’ Roman His- 

*The child was named Virginia Frances, and is, in 1894, the widow 
of Col. Joseph F. Kent, of Wytheville, Va., and the mother of three 
fine children. 
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tory; 3d, Gibbons’ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empirer 
4th, Hume’s History of England, and postpone Philosophy 
and Chemistry for the present. At a later period, I will give 
you a list of authors you should read, in the order in which 
they should come, for it is true, as Locke says, to quote him 
as near as I can from memory, “educations begins the gen¬ 
tleman, but reading, good company, and reflection, must fin¬ 
ish him.” I may remark here, that in a course of reading, 
you should pursue method, and in order to make yourself 
familiar with the literature of a country and people, say our 
mother country, England, you should confine yourself for a 
time to the authors of a particular era, such as the Anglo- 
Saxon period; then the Anglo-Norman period, which will 
bring you down to about 1350, when the character styled 
Black-letter, or Old English, was used, and so on. You will 
find a fund of historic lore in Hall’s History of the Houses 
of York and Lancaster, Hollingshead’s Chronicles, Stowe’s 
Chronicles, Camden’s Britannia, Lord Bacon’s Henry VII., 
nearly all of which is in my library. 

There is one thing, my son, that is indispensible now, 
and you will find it equally so in all your undertakings through 
life—and is something in which you are wanting, that is in¬ 
dustry and a firm resolution to make yourself master of ev¬ 
ery study or pursuit in which you engage. Have unity of 
aim, perseverance, and you must succed. Most of the mise¬ 
ries and vices of mankind proceed from idleness and a wrong: 
direction given to their energies. I ardently desire your 
success and the progress yon make now will decide whether 
or not I shall be gratified or disappointed. Address yourself 
anew to your books, and though from your previous neglect 
and want of training, you may progress slower than you would 
wish, and than some would do in your position, I know 
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enough of your parts to feel a perfect conviction that you can 
reach the goal as certainly as the brightest of your youthful 
companions. A word more as to your studies. While I con¬ 
sider a knowledge of the languages essential to a gentleman, 
I regard mathematics as essential to a liberal education, and 
as, indeed, the most important part of it, mathematics is the 
perfection of reason, and its peculiar excellence consists in 
the fact that its principles are demonstratable—especially is 
this the case in geometry, the most general and important of 
the mathematical sciences. Every proposition that it lays 
down is subjected to the most accurate and rigid demonstra¬ 
tion. Mathematics is, in fact, the only science whose truths 
are clearly demonstrated, and whpse results are conceded by 
all rational beings. If you state a proposition in morals,phi¬ 
losophy, in law, poiltics or religion, which you think cor¬ 
rect, you will find few of your listeners willing to acknowl¬ 
edge its truth. You debate the question, but you have no 
means of deciding who is right. Not so in mathematics. 
There demonstrations are so clear and conclusive that all ration¬ 
al men yield to them. Hence it has been called the science of 
certainty. By acquiring mathematics then you acquire a sci¬ 
ence that you know to be founded upon correct reasoning, and 
when you are disputing a point of law, politics, theology or 
morals, you will be enabled to ascertain more certainly those 
arguments that lead to a correct conclusion, and at the same 
time with the more ease to < cov * tin tl t fallacious 
and sophistical. He who his time and tal- 

en v t in on of mathe¬ 

matical truth, will come to see all other questions with a de¬ 
cided advantage over his opponents. He will be in argument 
what the ancient Romans were in the field; to them the day 
of battle was a day of comparative recreation, because they 
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were each accustomed to exercise with arms much heavier 
than they fought with; and their reviews differed from a real 
battle in two respects, they encountered more fatigue, but 
victory was bloodless. Therefore determine to make your¬ 
self a mathematician, as well as a linguist—a thorough schol¬ 
ar,. The pursuits of knowledge lead not only to happiness 
but to honor. “Length of days is in her right hand and in 
her left are riches and honor.’* Even in the most trifling 
species of knowledge, in those which can amuse only the pass¬ 
ing hour, it is honorable to excel—how much more so to ex¬ 
cel in those different branches of science, which are connected 
with the liberal professions of life, and which tend so much 
to the dignity and well-being of humanity. Such excellence 
raises the most obscure to esteem and attention, it opens to 
the just ambition of youth, some of the most distinguished 
and respected situations in society; and it places them there 
with the consoling recollection, that it is by their own industry 
and labor, under Providence, that they are alone indebted for 
them. 

Remember me to the family and such persons as may be 
visiting you. 

I am your affectionate father, 

John H. Peyton. 


JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS WI 

West Point, June 9th, 1841. 

My Dear Ann: ' f 

I reached here without accident at 10 o’clock, the 7th 
inst., the day appointed for the meeting of the Board, having 
traveled 400 miles between Wednesday evening and Monday 
morning, including Sunday,'on which day I rested in New 
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York. Consequently I saw none of our friends in Richmond, 
Washington, Baltimore or Philadelphia. Nor did I call on 
any in New York. On reaching here on Monday, I was glad 
to find my old friend, Commodore Stewart, of the Navy, 
Miss Taggart, and Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Campbell, of Phil¬ 
adelphia. They were all delighted to see me, but greatly 
disappointed that I had not brought Susan. There is a large 
crowd of ladies and gentlemen at the Point attending the 
examinations. The Virginia cadets maintain their high 
character for talents and character at the Academy, which 
gives me great pleasure. 

I have just received a letter from Rowze, pressing me 
to visit him in Geneva. Whether I shall be able to do so is 
uncertain, as the examinations will last at least a fortnight. 
I have not received a line from any member of the family 
since I left. Pray write. Give my love to all. In haste, 
Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 

P. S.—June ioth. I neglected to post the above. Com¬ 
modore Stewart has just offered to take John on his ship as 
his private secretary for a cruise round the globe. I declined, 
as it would interfere with his education and give him roving 
habits, which would probably alter the whole ccurse of his 
life. It was very kind, however, in Stewart, and I thanked 
him heartily. 

Jl 


SAME TO SAME. 


Richmond, Dec. 13, 1841. 


My Dear Ann: 

Your welcome letter of blank date, but post-marked the 
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9th instant, was duly received today, informing me that 
you were all well. On Monday last I entered Ann at Mrs. 
McKenzee's to learn not only reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and geography, but manners, dancing, &c. She stays with 
my brother's family, goes to school with Julia A. Peyton, 
and is apparently very contented, as I see her every other 
day. I have carried her to see your cousin, Mrs. John Rob¬ 
ertson, and Miss Deborah, both of whom received her and 
treated her affectionately, as if she had been their own daugh¬ 
ter. She is to go out on Saturday to Anthony Robinson's 
to spend Saturday and Sunday. She has already written to 
you. 

Tell Susan that on this morning I breakfasted, by invi¬ 
tation, with Miss Deborah Couch, where I met Miss Ann 
Robinson—that after breakfast Miss Robinson went with me to 
the music store of Wm. Daniel, where I purchased for Susan 
music to the amount of $3 or $4, embracing all the most 
choice new songs, waltzes, &c., for the piano and some music 
for the guitar. Mr. Daniel has promised me to have it bound, 
with her name upon it, by Thursday evening. If this is 
done, I will.send it up by Points or Worthington Smith, who 
are here upon Lodge business, and who expect to return on 
Friday next. We had heard before your letter reached us, of 
the deplorable accident which befell Mayo Cabell. I 
hope and trust that his life will be saved to his family. 

I am to dine today with Dr. Brockenborough, and so must 
con cl ude, with the sincerest good wishes for yourself and 
family. 

Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Feyton. 
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SAME TO SAME. 

Richmond, Jan. ioth, 1842. 

My Dear Ann: 

On yesterday I bought you a Brussels carpet, which cost 
$220. It is a handsome and most excellent carpet. Also a 
rug. It will be carefully packed and left with Mr. T. R. 
Blair, to be forwarded to Staunton. The cadets are here 
from Lexington, undergoing an examination before the Leg¬ 
islature. Col. Smith is staying at Bernard’s; (Gen. Peyton’s.) 
I saw Ann (his daughter) yesterday. She is greatly im¬ 
proved and is getting over, in some degree, her timidity; 
She begins to dance very well. I visited Dover* a fortnight 
since, and was greatly delighted with the apperance of every¬ 
thing. 

I explained to Mrs. Robertson your wishes as to a man¬ 
tilla. She has promised to go out with me the first good 
day I am at leisure, and select one for you. Tell my good 
daughter Susan, that I have received her letter and will give 
it prompt answer. Love to all. 

Your affectionate husband, 

john H. Peyton. 


SAME TO MRS. PEYTON. 

Isleham, March 6th, 1844. 

Deal . Ann: ' ' 

'rived here in two days; the first night I staid at 

Blackburn’s, the second here, I have mot. been well since my 
arrival, but am better to-day. Our nephew, Henry Massie,is 
with me, and has been good enough to remain. Eugenia 
Gatewood is at Henry Massie’s, and I feel inclined to go over 


*An estate of Gen. Bernard Peyton’s on the upper James River. 
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to see them all. Everything here is as I expected. So far, 
no maple sugar has been made, owing to the mild weather, 
but they will begin with it tomorrow, and I hope, to bring 
back at least, enough to satisfy the children. 

I sent to Callaghan’s on yesterday hoping; to get a letter 
from James A. Lewis in regard to my business In his hands 
on the Kanawha, but was disappointed. 

Tell Leonora Stack that nothing has been heard of Mr. 
Edward White and his family. If she has any intelligence 
of them let her advise me by letter, addressed to the Warm 
Springs. Patrick Meddins is building me a new stable. 
Richardson has not yet removed. 

In the division of his father’s servants Reuben fell to 
Tom Massie, and as he is married to one of my servants, I 
proposed to exchange Julius for him. Thomas has not yet 
decided what he will do. 

I do not know when I shall return as I am anxious about 
my mills on the lower farm and wish to meet Mr. White. 

My love to all. Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Peyton. 


SAME TO SAME. 

Richmond, January 16th, 1842. 

My Dear Ann: 

This will y< ly, nt 

good chara( ter, who will fill the departments at Montgomery 

Hall, formerly fill ft is 

sober and obliging, a fair carpenter, wood cutter, cradler, 
gardener and coachman. I wish you to employ him about the 
house as “Jack of all trades.” I think he will make himself 
very useful, and I hope you will be pleased with him. He 
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carries your fine carpet in the boat to Scottsville, to be left 
with Matthew Blair, who will forward it to Staunton, to the 
care of Benjamin Crawford. I have never known times as 
hard as they now are, so you must bear with me for the pres¬ 
ent as to other purchases. 

I am, with sincere affection fbir you and the children, 
your husband, 

John H. Peyton. 


SAME TO SAME. 

Senate Chamber, March 23d, 1842. 

My Dear Ann: 

This is the day on which both houses had resolved to 
adjourn, but the following bills have got to be passed by both 
houses: the tax bills, appropriation bill, bank bill, and the 
James river and Kanawha bill. Consequently we shall be 
forced to remain in session till Saturday. Immediately after 
adjournment, Ann and myself will leave here. I have pur¬ 
chased a velvet scarf lor you, and another for Susan, at $23 
each. 

William is here, but will soon return to Roanoke by way 
of Lynchburg, not Staunton. I hope he will bring his family 

to see us in the summer. He promises to do so. 

Give my love to Susan, John and t t of 1 chil¬ 

dren, and accept for yourself the assurance of my sincere and 

devoted attachment. 

Your husband, 


John H. Peyton. 
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SAME TO JOHN LEWIS PEYTON AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VA. 

Staunton, Dec. 29, 1842. 

My Dear Son: 

Mr. Kinney has promised to deliver you this letter. In¬ 
form me, after enquiry of the Proctor, what sum I lust de¬ 
posit for the next half term. Write so that I may get your 
letter a lew days before leaving home for Richmond. The 
young Mr. Peyton, who has just entered the University,* is 
a son of Mr. Townsend Dade Peyton, formerly of Loudoun 
county, Va., then of Frederick, who emigrated to Ohio, and 
a son of Col. Francis Peyton, of Revolutionary fame. His 
grandmother was a Miss Dade and a sister of my grandmother 
on the mother side. He is, therefore, on both the paternal and 
maternal sides a blood relative of yours. I hope he is a 
worthy, studious young man aud that you may become 
friends. Be kind and attentive to him and encourage him 
I would like to know and to have him at my house. Invite 
him to spend the entire vacation with you here, and at Jack- 
son river and at William’s in Roanoke. 

In haste, your affectionate father, 

John H. Peyton. 

JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS DAUGHTERS, ANN AND MARY PEYTON. 

This letter was written a year after Mr. Peyton was par¬ 
alyzed and when he was obliged to employ an amanuensis. 

Montgomery ill, Nov. 30th, 1846. 

My Dear children: 

I had the pleasure to receive Ann’s letter this evening 

*Robert Ludwell Yates Peyton, afterwards a distinguished lawyer 
State Senator of Missouri, a Colonel in the Confederate army and 
Senator for the State of Missouri in the Senate of the Confederate 
States of America. He died from disease contracted before Vicks¬ 
burg, Miss. 
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and was so much pleased with it that I determined to answer 
it by the post of tomorrow. Ann’s letter is characterized by 
a good style and evinces much warmth of heart. It shows 
that the pains I have taken with the education of my children 
has not been bestowed in vain. 

I was glad to hear that your aunt Lynn, had treated you 
with the utmost affection and kindness, and surprised that 
you have found any difficulty in returning your visits. What 
has become of Cochran’s fine carriage and horses. Had I 
supposed you would have had any trouble in getting about I 
should have ordered my horses and carriage to remain in 
Charlottesville during your visit. Tell Cochran he must pro¬ 
vide a way for you to return your visits in the town and at the 
University. You speak in your letter regretfully of your 
short stay, but.it can’t be helped owing to the late period of 
the year. I am apprehensive of a change in the weather and 
wish you to return. But an accidental circumstance will pro¬ 
long your visit for a few days. It is this. John Baldwin* 
goes to Charlottesville tomorrow week to attend court. He 
will remain only two days and will take charge of you and 
fetch you back in the stage coach. 

My health is very much what it was when you left. I 
received a present yesterday of a saddle of venison weighing 
40 pounds from Mr. Callaghan. I intended having it cooked 
to-day and wish you were here to partake of it. 

A young gentleman by the name of Holcombe, from 
Lynchburg, who brought John a letter of introduction from 
Mr. Charles L. Mosby, will dine with us.t 

*The late distinguished Col. John B. Baldwin, who married Mr. 
Peyton’s eldest daughter Susan. Col. Baldwin was Colonel of the 
52nd Rjegiment during the Civil war and member of the Confederate 
Congress, and was a man of eminent ability. 

fNoTE.—Wm. H. Holcombe, physician and Swedenborgian wri¬ 
ter—a brother of James P. Holcombe—and the author of “Our Child¬ 
ren in Heaven,” “The other life,” etc, etc. 
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Why has Mary not written me ? 

Remember me to Cochran, Lynn and the children and to 
Louisa Coleman. 

I am, your affectionate father, 

John H. Peyton. 

To this letter the following P, S. is appended: 

My Dear Sisters: 

As father was too feeble to write you a longer letter, he 
requested me to add a few lines, in order to give you the 
Staunton news. I proceed to do so briefly and hurriedly. 
Since you left, the town has been more lively than usual. 
One of the excitements has been a flock of wild pigeons— 
—millions of them—which rested 24 hours in the neigh¬ 
borhood, and afforded the sportsmen rare fun. Thousands 
have been killed, and as much powder and shot used as if 
we had been repelling a Mexican invasion. 

Another stir has been caused by the Governor’s procla¬ 
mation calling for troops for the Mexican war. Nearly every¬ 
body wants to go, only a few can be accepted, as Virginia is 
permitted to fnrnish onlv two regiments. The early bird 
catches the worm, and V. E. Geiger and Wm. Harman have 
gone to work actively to recruit a company. Thirty have 
already volunteered to go-with them, and the two militia 
ts co ity will be mustered in a few days, 

at their usual training grounds, that these gallant young 
men may speak and thus fill the ranks of th ir con.. ly 
at once. Though it is not necessary, speeches will be made 
at the big musters to the regiments [we can’t do any¬ 
thing in our country without speaking] by Mr. Michie, 
Judge Thompson, Geiger, Harman, Harper, and others. It 
is believed that hundreds more than are needed will volunteer. 



Baldwin’s company declined to volunteer as a company. Har¬ 
per is to command the new company, at least the command 
will be tendered to him, as it is said he is anxious to go to 
Mexico. His health is very bad, and he thinks service in 
Mexico will do him good, besides he is full of fight. 

Another excitement was a fire in Long’s grocery, near 
the Virginia Hotel. It was soon put out by the crowd, which 
quickly assembled after the alarm. As I was returning from 
the fire, I met the engines, followed by a hilarious crowd, 
crying out, at the top of their voices, as if they were cele¬ 
brating a political victory. 

But to come nearer home. Notwithstanding my father’s 
crippled and prostrate physical condition, he is, as ever, bent 
on hospitality, and we give-a dinner party next Wednesday. 
Invitations have already been sent out and accepted by Judge 
Thompson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Michie, Mr. and Mrs. 
Castleman, Mrs. Judge Baldwin, Mr. McElroy, Baldwin and 
Susan, Emma Terrill, Holcombe, John Dabney, Rosa Boys, 
and others. 

Holcombe is a clever young man from Lynchburg at¬ 
tending law lectures, said to be. worth capturing, so come 
back and let us see which of yon three cau bag the game. 

We have been visited by the Harmonicons , of Boston, 
whose performances have been very successful. One would 
hardly suppose the peculiarities of the negro dialect and 
mid ly by r 

from the 1111 1 lub.” All the town ladies attended, amongthem, 
t win. 

When Dabney called yesterday and asked when Mary 
was coming back—I lashed him into a silent fury and enjoyed 
the fun, by saying you might be absent six weeks or two 
months. He smoked five pipes in gloomy abstraction, and 
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then left, apparently considerably “cut up,” that fs to sa}% 
in the dumps. 

Sue Tapscott and Mary Eskridge are at Stuarts still. No 
news of Add., but I saw Kate and Martha yesterday for the 
first time since you left. Hendren has taken a law office in 
the old frame building on Augusta street formerly occupied 
by the Deaf and Dumb pupils. Charles H. Lewis* has become 
the owner and editor of a newspaper published in Martins- 
burg and will soon leave here to make that town his perma¬ 
nent home. It is to be hoped that he will now give up poe¬ 
try and enter on practical life. Poetry is too unprofitable for 
a man working for his daily bread. He will be much missed in 
Staunton, especially by the nest of singing birds of which he 
has always been a warbler of the first feather. 

John Harman has returned from Texas and tells many 
strange stories of the rangers and life on the border. 

Cousin John R. Green has just written, giving us news 
of our Kentucky kin, who are generally in statu quo . He 
says Bat is leading an idle life there, is, indeed, so lazy that 
he can’t make love to his sweetheart, who, though she pre¬ 
fers Bat to other lovers, is about to accept the offer of another 
suitor, despairing of Bat’s ever getting enough energy to 
propose! I have heard of lazy men before, but never one who 
filled this description. 

I received a letter from B. Gallagher on yesterday. He 

will make us a visit ithi a v ' t Gettyt has 

Ui t( I 

for it, as I have none of the ridiculous prejudices of some for 
West-Pointers, and like Getty very much. He is a sensible, 

♦Note.—D uring the administration of President Grant appoint¬ 
ed Minister Resident to Portugal. 

f Afterwards Gen. Geo. W. Getty, U. S. A. 
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well mannered, highly educated and companionable man and 
officer. It is said he is engaged to be married to Miss Eliza¬ 
beth Stevenson. I have just complied, in a way, with fath¬ 
er's request. 

I have only room to say good-bye. With love to Uncle 
and Aunt Lynn and all, including, if the word is permissi¬ 
ble, Miss Lou Coleman, 

I am your affectionote brother, 

J. Lewis Peyton. 


JOHN H. PEYTON TO HIS DAUGHTERS, ANN AND MARY. 

Montgomery Hall, Dec. 9th, 1846. 

«My Dear Children : 

On consideration I have determined to send Ned and the 
carriage to Charlottesville for you. You can return in it more 
comfortably than in the stage coach. I leave it to you to de¬ 
cide whether you will make the journey back in one or take 
two days for it. If the weather continues dry and the roads 
are as good as to-day it will be advisable to make the journey 
in one day. It is difficult to count on more than three bright, 
dry days at this season. As you return call for a few min¬ 
utes on my old friends, the Bowens. I am apprehensive that 
if you remain longer, though I well know the hospitality and 
kindness of your uncle and aunt, that you will make them 
twice :h* I ave never done, and I hope never 

will. 

Present me kindly to Cochran and Lynn. i they 

have been so kind and do not think Lynn ought, in the con¬ 
dition of her health, to give you the party she speaks of. Re¬ 
member me to Lou Coleman and tell her to return with you 
in the carriage. Baldwin will take charge of her and your 




154 


trunks and fetch them back in the stage coach. I have sup¬ 
plied Ned with money for his journey to and fro, for tolls, 
feed, &c. 

Your affectionate father, 

John H. Peyton. 


JOHN E. PEYTON TO HIS MOTHER. 

Baltimore, 1848. 

My Dear Mother: 

I reached here to-day on my return from the west,but am 
so much fatigued by a continuous journey of 800 miles that I 
have decided to lay over Saturday and Sunday for rest and 
recuperation. It will give me an opportunity also to see the 
Hulls, Howards, Williams and other friends. On Tuesda}^ 
morning I expect to reach Staunton and will be glad to find 
the carriage at the Virginia Hotel to take me home. Tell 
Sheets to send my riding horse to Gregory,and have him shod 
all round. I write in great haste and will defer any account 
of my travels until I get back. I will tell you of the new 
scenes, the strange people and all the keen excitement conse¬ 
quent upon my wanderings. 

Thank Lizzie for her letter which I received at Niagara, 
also Gallagher, for his received at the same place. He says 

you have had nothing but rain sii VL iry 

Hall. I am glad he hasn’t had a dry time arid presume from 

the spirits in which he writes that: his suit is likely to end in 

success. What says Mary. 

I met my cousin, Dr. James McDowell, son of Governqr 
McDowell, of Lexington, and his western wife, nee Bent, of 
St. Louis, in Buffalo, N. Y. He was recently married and 




from the way he wined and dined (on Champagne, etc.,) I pre¬ 
sume he is on his bridal tour with a pocket full of money. 
His wife is an amiable and sensible woman, is not pretty, but 
inherited four hundred thousand dollars. This will cover over 
a multitude of small deficiencies if she should have any, besides 
plain looks. They urged me to go down the St. Lawrence with 
them, but the scenery of the 1000 Islands would hardly com¬ 
pensate a third party for the boreing society of a newly mar¬ 
ried pair. I therefore withstood all their importunities, and 
they were so earnest that I began to think they were tired of 
each other. 

With much love to all the family, believe me my dear 
mother, your dutiful and affectionate son, 

J. Lewis Peyton. 

P. S. If I should not arrive on Tuesday send Gilbert in 
with the carriage,from day to day,until I do reach Staunton. 
I expect, however, certainly to get back on Tuesday. 

j. h. p. 


FROM WM. MADISON PEYTON TO MRS. JOHN H. PEYTON. 

Philadelphia, June 20th, 1847. 

My Dear Cousin: 

I arrived in this place a few hours since and finding from 
consultation with my children, that our respective purses 
are so nearly exhausted as to make it necessary that we should 
husband wl ra t < ac 

I have determined to confide the articles purchased for you to 
the care of Lawyer Davidson, of Lexington. Both the chil¬ 
dren and myself regret exceedingly our disappointment in 
the visit to Staunton, but their and my unexpected long ab- 



156 


sence from home,and the extreme anxiety of my wife for our 
return,leaves us no alternative. We must select some more 
appropriate occasion and pay you a special visit from Elm¬ 
wood. I have ransacked the whole country for teachers with¬ 
out success. The young lady recommended by Dr. Nandain„ 
was engaged by Wyndham Robertson before I reached here. 
None others unite the qualifications specified in your memo¬ 
randum, without requiring a salary greatly beyond your lim¬ 
it. I have, however, set a good deal a machinery to work, 
which will in a short time put me in possession of a great 
deal of information on this subject, and enable me to provide 
you with a good teacher, at a reasonable price. My children 
are improving very much where they are at present, and I re¬ 
gret exceedingly the necessity of their removal. Sally, (his 
daughter,) has employed a Dolce Cantati, a Dolce Digetati, a 
Danseuse, a chirographist and a “parlez vous Francais M pro¬ 
fessor—that is, a singing mistress, a pianist, a dancing mis¬ 
tress, a teacher of penmanship and a teacher of the French 
language,—with her fine he and she professors, she enjoyed 
the g,eatest advantages, fullest opportunities for information 
in the branches taught by them, and I think she has shown a 
most commendable disposition to profit by them. She goes 
to work as if she expected to make her living by teaching. 

Susan* is so absorbed with religion that I think she heeds 
little except a professor of Theology in the form of an anti¬ 
quated. spinster, who daily mounts the tripod, and delivers 
her oracles to Susan and other anxious and en qu iri ng spiri Its, 
Susan, however, is l( a gem of purest ray serene,” and prom¬ 
ises to be to her parents a source of just pride and heartfelt 
gratulation. I like her religious temper, but would be pained 


*Col. Peyton’s eldest daughter, afterwards Mrs. Jos. H. White. 



